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ASSERSMENT OF BOAT ACTIVITY AS AT 1408, 23 0CT 2001

SURMMARY

v Abu Quasay's bant wilh 421 passcnagrs on board sank last Friday F"IQ
Oetabist) with the lass of powaibly
252 lives.

oy baal, carmylng up to 300 plug passangers, is lncatad off

Christmas Island

e



R

L] To the east, iﬂs:-ﬂbli - boat remains off the Ashimare felandes,
and may have boats on the water heading far

the |=iands.

(L} Post reporting indicates the WO may be involved In the relacation from
Aoi Island 1o Kupang of passengers probabily from the Do

CURRBENT SITUATION

i Media reparting has nightightad the sinking of Abu Guesay's boat wilh
w only 89 survivors from the 421 passengers that noarded we boa/ IR

indicate the heavily ovenoadsd 198 X 4m bost depanad southem
Suimatra ot approvimatety 0130 houss on Thorsday, 18 Oetober. (ussay Was gmid
Ity bex &t the departure, The boat apparently ook shelter in the faa of an island at
about 0900 hawra due to hoad weather, 24 passengers are beligved 1o have left
the boat at that time.

Lh At abaut 1400 haurs on Friday, when approxirately S80NM south of the
Sunds Strail, tha boat bogan laking wates and finaly capsized and eank al abaul
1500 hourz, The boat resurfaced and started breaking up and 120 pastengars
ware knowr to be clinging o the dobris. Thare were about 70 like jackels on
baard, but ware of sueh poor guality thist they weve of no Uge.

(L Batwggn 1100 and 1200 hours the follzwing day {Satorday), 44 sufvivors
were rescued by #n Indonesian fishing toag and the sundvong were taker to a porl
near Jalearts,  Asother flshing boal gicked up three badies and a long female
surviver. The survlvors are how gelng cared for by the 1OM and UNHCR at &
camp abiaut one houe from Jakarta,

i) noat, carrang belween 250 — 300 passengars, remains
otf Christmas [sfand awaiting further Anstralian Govemmant actlan,

1S SOMMENT, may dacide to move quicldy o avaid

any jncreased ndonsslan Gaovernmert action as A rasulr of the sinking of

Qussay’s boat and the intnrmalional attention T may atiract




{U) A voet, [N RN :~n approximately 200
passengers remains off the Ashmore |slands awaiting further Aucslrellian
qevorAmnnt acticn.

ASSESSMENT

(L) The consaguencer af the loss of Abu Qussay's hoal und the heavy loss
af ife are unknown. As a relalively smatt player amaong tho people emugglars, he
probably does ol have the degree of protection other, more prominent and
powerful arganigers have, To Lhis end. he may attempt 1a flea the counlry, Given
the widm intomational coverage the sinking has had, the Indonesian Govarnment
can be expectad 10 act, At least against Guesay. Ar presant, thérs is Eronably wly
one major player, i who would be significantly affectad by
morcasad lndonesian Government allentton. With up to 300 pHSSCNOSFE already
in plane I the Jakarta area, he may decidd 10 meve quickly to avoid betng cawghl
up in ingreazsed police uchhvy.

ACTION

{ pustralian agencles in Jakapa are continuing to lieige with ndonasian
authoriiag .
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